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https://ecclesia.org/truth/post_office.html

The definition of the word post originally meant "any of a number of riders or runners posted at intervals to carry mail or messages in relays along a route; postrider or courier" (Webster's 
New World Dictionary, Third College Edition, 1988, page 1054). People, thousands of years ago, didn't write letters to one another like we do nowadays. They didn't even have paper, 
everything was done on clay tablets and papyrus (but that was a very expensive thing to engage in). And therefore, the posts were really set up for governmental purposes, between different 
rulers in their own country as well as neighboring countries. It was set up by the government originally. 

But there was another entity, known as the general post-office, which was not for commercial purposes and it was strictly for fellowship between the brothers, and they did it amongst 
themselves. Paul's letters were not delivered by Caesar's men, but by brothers in Christ, and that is the general post-office. And throughout history, there's always been the general post-office 
and the governmental post office; and they're different. One's done strictly for fellowship, the other's done for commercial purposes. 

The current postal system, which is known as the United States Postal Service, is commercial, but it still retains the non-commercial aspect. It's based on the original general post-office, It 
does not exist without tracing its root to the original general post-office. And as with everything, the created cannot do away with the creator. Therefore, that original creation by the 
brothers fellowshipping amongst each other is still in existence, they've never done away with it. In all their statutes, every time they come up with a new statutory entity, they never do away 
with the general post-office, therefore it is still there. 

The general-post-office is not mentioned in the Domestic Mail Manual because the Domestic Mail Manual denotes commerce. If you've got a problem, that's what the postal service 
employees and managers will refer to, but that's because everyone's presumed to be in commerce. But it's only a presumption, and that's where you have to come in and rebut that 
presumption. You rebut it by not engaging in commercial activity and not receiving your mail at an address, etc. Most people don't realize that when you receive mail at an address, or even 
at a P.O. Box, you're receiving a free benefit from Caesar. The postage you put on the envelope only covers the cost to deliver it from post office to post office, it does not cover any delivery 
beyond the post office (and the price for a P.O. Box covers the cost to rent the box itself, not for the cost of delivery). That's called free delivery, which was instituted during the Civil War, on 
July 1st, 1863. It was basically an act of war by Abraham Lincoln. Even though they did have free mail delivery service prior to that, it was strictly for commercial businesses. But then, in 1863, 
they spread it to everyone. Up to that time, nobody had an address on their house. The numbers were brought in on the houses strictly so the postman would know where to deliver the 
mail. Before 1863, people would collect their mail by going to the local post office and asking for it. 

The U.S.Postal Service was established in 1971. This was preceded by the Post Office Department, which was established in 1872. And before the Post Office Department, the general post-
office preceded that. In the early 1800's, they started referring to the general post office as the Post Office Department. However, it did not officially become the Post Office Department until 
1872. Previous to that it was known as the general post-office. 



https://pe.usps.com/text/imm/immc1_008.htm



Post Office 
Department side?

USPS side

Removable label

Certified Mail barcode & PS Form 3800, Certified Mail Receipt

Back side - directions



PS Form 3811, Domestic Return Receipt

Place Removable label here

6.0 Return Receipt

6.1 Basic Standards

6.1.1 Description
Return Receipt service is subject to the basic standards in 1.0; see 1.4 for eligibility. A return receipt may be 
purchased at the time of mailing and provides a mailer with evidence of delivery (to whom the mail was delivered 
and date of delivery), and information about the recipient’s actual delivery address. A mailer purchasing a return 
receipt may choose to receive the return receipt by mail (PS Form 3811) or electronically (by email, or by signature 
extract file format under 1.8). A complete return address is required on the mailpiece when a return receipt is 
requested. For Priority Mail Express (PS Form 3811 option only), the return address on the Priority Mail Express 
label meets this requirement. The unique barcode on a return receipt must be electronically linked to the separate 
barcode for the host extra service. (For additional information, see Publication 199, available on PostalPro at 
https://postalpro.usps.com.) The electronic option is not available for items mailed to APO or FPO addresses or 
U.S. territories, possessions, and freely associated states.

6.1.2 Calculating Postage with Return Receipt
The weight of the return receipt is excluded from the weight of the mail piece to which it is attached when 
computing postage.6.1.3 Endorsement Mail bearing a return receipt (PS Form 3811) must be endorsed “Return 
Receipt Requested” above the delivery address and to the right of the return address. No endorsement is required 
on mail for which electronic return receipt service is requested.

A return receipt doesn’t NEED to be purchased at the time of 
mailing if you are sending private, non-domestic. You can fill out 
PS form 3811 Section 1 with the address of whom you are 
sending the mail, attach the removable label from either Certified 
Mail or Registered Mail form (if applicable) into Section 2 and 
write your name and address on the reverse side.



What are the characteristics of Registered Mail and Registered Mail Restricted Delivery?


The most secure United States Postal Service® mail service (protected by safes, cages, sealed containers, locks, and keys). 

Must be presented to a retail employee or rural carrier. 

Requires a signature upon delivery. 

Mailers using Registered Mail Restricted Delivery can direct delivery only to the addressee (or addressee's authorized agent). 

Delivery information provides delivery status or attempted delivery status when the item reaches its destination.  Tracking is not provided as the item is en route to its destination. 

Registered Mail can be sent to military locations. However, delivery information is not available for items destined to an APO / FPO / DPO. 

A system of receipts is provided to monitor movement of mail from the point of acceptance to delivery. These receipts are not readily available and can only be accessed by initiating a claims form, which cannot be completed by phone. 

What domestic mail classes and services can be sent as Registered Mail®? 
Domestic Registered Mail is only available for Mail Classes: 

First-Class Mail® 

USPS Ground Advantage® - Commercial 

USPS Ground Advantage® - Retail 

Priority Mail®

https://faq.usps.com/articles/Knowledge/Registered-Mail-The-Basics

This does not say that Registered Mail cannot be used on non-domestic mail. 

Notice they tell you Domestic Registered Mail is only available for First-Class Mail, 
USPS Ground Advantage - Commercial & Retail and Priority Mail.



2.1.4 Additional Standards for Registered Mail Restricted Delivery

Registered Mail Restricted Delivery permits a mailer to direct deliver only to the addressee (or addressee’s authorized agent). The addressee 
must be an individual (natural person) specified by name. The mailer may request Registered Mail Restricted Delivery at the time of mailing by 
advising the USPS clerk or by marking the mail “Restricted Delivery” above the address and to the right of the return address, and paying the 
applicable fee. A firm mailer must enter the proper fee in the correct column of the firm sheet and place the required endorsement on the mail. 
Customers may obtain a record of delivery (which includes the recipient’s signature) by purchasing a return (6.0). If a return receipt is requested, 
the correct block on PS Form 3811 must be checked to show that restricted delivery is also required. Mail marked “Restricted Delivery” is 
delivered under the conditions in 508.1.1.7 and 508.1.1.8.

3.2.2 Additional Standards for Certified Mail Restricted Delivery

Certified Mail Restricted Delivery permits a mailer to direct deliver only to the addressee (or addressee’s authorized agent). The addressee must 
be an individual (natural person) specified by name. The mailer may request Certified Mail Restricted Delivery at the time of mailing by advising 
the USPS clerk or by marking the mail “Restricted Delivery” above the address and to the right of the return address and paying the applicable 
fee. A firm mailer must enter the proper fee in the correct column of the firm sheet and place the required endorsement on the mail. Customers 
may obtain a record of delivery (which includes the recipient’s signature) by purchasing a return receipt (6.0). If a return receipt is requested, the 
correct block on PS Form 3811 must be checked to show that restricted delivery is also required. Mail marked “Restricted Delivery” is delivered
under the conditions in 508.1.1.7 and 508.1.1.8.



Label 200, Registered Mail

Removable label



about.usps.com/publications/pub223.pdf
This is the link to get the most up-to-date Publication 223.

The Label 200 Registered Mail labels should be available FOR FREE at your post office.  If they do not give them 
to you freely, give them a copy of Publication 223, specifically the pages that list “Directives Free to the Public”.

http://about.usps.com/publications/pub223.pdf


There are two labels we have been using to send mail through general delivery without paying for postage at the counter. 

  One we’ll call the “NO POSTAGE NECESSARY” label.   

The other is the “TAXE PERCUE” label.

https://pe.usps.com/text/imm/immc7_011.htm

Note: we are placing these items in the “mail slot”, 
similar to what is shown at the right.  It’s generally in the 
wall and outside the commercial retail area of the 
United States Postal Service.  We are not going to the 
counter and interacting with the clerks.



423.242 Items Paid With Any Other Postage Payment Method 

The disposition of a shortpaid First-Class Mail International item (including a postcard), First-Class Package International Service item, and Airmail M–bag that is paid with a 
postage payment method other than a permit imprint or USPS-produced PVI label is based on the amount of the deficiency, as follows: 

A. Shortpaid $1.00 or less: Consider the item paid and dispatch it to the appropriate international service center (ISC). Endorse the item with a T-stamp in accordance 
with section 451.4 of Handbook T-5, International Mail Operations. If a T-stamp is not available, endorse the item with a Postage Due stamp and enter the amount of 
the deficiency on the mailpiece. 

B. Shortpaid more than $1.00: Base the disposition on whether or not the item has a return address, as follows: 
1. With a return address: Return the item to the sender. Endorse the item with rubber stamp R-1300-230, Return For…Additional Postage. 
2. Without a return address: Forward the item to the Mail Recovery Center for proper disposition.



Mailed July 18th, 2025 12:10pm

Status as of 9:22pm

Delivered July 22nd, 2025
Looks like they covered up the registered 
mail sticker.  I believe this is because I 
didn’t tape the seams on the back with 
brown tape.  It did get delivered, but not 
tracked.

Registered Mail trial #1 Successfully delivered, but NOT as Registered Mail.



Registered Mail trial #2

I believe this was tracked and delivered 
because I taped the seams on the back 
with brown tape. 

Not sure if the “Restricted Delivery” 
designation I hand wrote on this is 
required or not.

Mailed July 24th, 2025 Delivered August 4th, 2025

Successfully delivered as Registered Mail. 
Proven Process

Confirmed



Registered Mail trial #3

I used the Taxe Percue postage label. 

Tracking and delivery both worked!

Mailed August 27th, 2025 Delivered September 8th, 2025

Successfully delivered as Registered Mail. 
Proven ProcessMail to Canada



Registered Mail trial #4

Unfortunately, I can’t find the picture I 
took of this envelope, but this time I used 
a 2 cent stamp. 

Strangely, the stamp was covered up by 
some sticker applied in Canada.  But 
tracking and delivery both worked!

Mailed September 4th, 2025 Delivered September 11th, 2025

Successfully delivered as Registered Mail. 
Proven ProcessMail to Canada



First Class Mail trial #2

Taxe Perçue printable label works for 
first class mail to Canada!

Mailed August 27th, 2025 Delivered September 12th, 2025

Successfully delivered as First Class Mail. 
Proven ProcessMail to Canada



Certified Mail Disclaimer: Using USPS Certified Mail Delivery on this 
document does not constitute any adhesion, nor does it alter my status 
in any manner. The purpose for the certification is for record keeping 
only and does not presume entrance into any foreign jurisdiction.

Also, Jon Fennie made a comment about Certified Mail being for 
Government to government mail ... so that commend may also be 
good to grab. 

Certified Mail is intended to be mail between two government 
offices or officers of the government, and should not be used by 
private persons when corresponding with government offices or 
officers.


